[Post-transfusional syndrome like graft versus host disease].
We studied clinical and immunological changes of the post-transfusional syndrome like graft versus host disease (GVDH) in six patients after open heart surgery and in one patient after hepatectomy. In the patient with hepatocellular carcinoma, transcatheter arterial embolization had been previously done. All patients received homologous blood transfusion during and after surgery and erythroderma associated hyperthermia occurred approximately 10 days after operation. Patients receiving open heart surgery died on between postoperative 17th and 21st day. One patient with hepatectomy died on the 29th day after operation. Skin biopsies in all patients showed the findings of acute GVHD. The number of CD3+ and CD4+ T lymphocytes decreased at postoperative day 1, however, the number of CD3+ T lymphocyte increased in three patients after postoperative day 14. The postoperative value of interleukin-2 production was low in patients in whom the value was measured. The immunological status in host has not been clearly resolved. However, the postoperative changes of lymphocytes subsets were abnormal and IL-2 production in two patients showed low level. Therefore, it was considered that pre and postoperative measurement of cell-modiated immunity might predict the occurrence of the post-transfusional GVHD and might be one of useful examinations to prevent the disease.